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EU: Dini Discusses Importance of Bosnia Elections 


AU0706115496 Paris AFP in English 
1147 GMT 7 Jun 9 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Sarajevo, June 7 (AFP)}— 
Italian Foreign Minister Lamberto Dini said Fnday he 
expected a date for Bosnia’s first post-war clections 
would be set al next week's summit on the Dayton peace 
accord im Florence. 


Dim, “hose country ts current holder of the European 
Union's rotating presidency, said it was important the 
elecuons went ahead as planned in rud-September, but 
warned more progress had to be made before a “free, 
fair and democratic” vote could go ahead. 


“ht is our firm expectation that at the conference in 
Florence a date for the holding the clections will be 
agreed,” he said at a press conference here. 


Bosnian Prime Minister Hasan Muratovic said holding 
the clections was “one of our primary political goals.” 


“We need elections so we can form our stale struc- 
tures. Without the elections we cannot have the Repub- 
lika Srpska participate in the government of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. 

“We need elections as soon as possible and wish 
clecuons as soon as possible. We have been doing 
everything from our side to provide conditions for the 
clections in ume.” 


Conditions for the elections did not yet exist, he said, but 
“we will leave it to those responsible to judge whether 
the elections can be held or not. 


“We trust western standards of democratic and fair 
clecuons,” he added. The Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe which is supervising the polls, 
said it would say this month whether if felt the elections 
could go ahead. 


In a bref ceremony European Commission President 
Jacques Santer and Muratovic signed an accord covering 
the release of the second tranche of 62.5 million ecus 
(around 94 million dollars). 


EU: Transport Commissioner Niel Kinnock Profiled 


BRO706091896 Brussels EUROPEAN VOICE 
in English 6-12 Jun 9% p12 


[Unattributed profile of EU Transport Commissioner 
Niel Kinnock: “EU's Traffic Controller” | 


[PBIS Transcribed Text} If Neil Kinnock wins a man- 
date to open negotiations with Washington over a com- 
mon aviation area - as looks increasingly possible - he 
may finally win just a little bit of respect friom his crit- 


ms 
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Since taking over as Transport Commissioner im Jan- 
uary last year, the 54-year-old Welshman has injected 
political zest into a portfolio which had been lulled to 
sleep by his two Spanish predecessors. 


Under Kinnock, the Commussion is at last attempting to 
get serious about vetting subsidies to state airlines and 


moving freight traffic off Europe's congested roads and 
on to the railways. 


Compared to several other Commussioners, Kinnock 1s a 
success story in Brussels. Yet this will come as a shock 
to many of the British voters who rejected him as prime 
minister twice, in 1987 and 1992. 


Criticising him is the casiest thing in the world to do 
For nine years, the UK tabloid newspapers did not have 
a good word to say about him. But even they were not 
as hard on him as he has been on himself. 


In a depressed state following the April 1992 election 
defeat at the hands of John Major, Kinnock called 
himself a “personal and political failure’ who appeared 
to voters to be “shallow, sharp- tempered, lacking in 
intelligence and intellect - a weak man’. 


They (and he) were only content to look at his record 
superficially - Labour Party leader from 1983-92, gusd- 
ing the party through two crushing electoral defeats. The 
message from the opinion polls said he was liked but 
not respected - just as Major is today. 


Kinnock fitted the English stereotype of a Welshman 
he smiled too much, he was too emotional, he played 
rugby and he sang with gusto. 


His amiable ‘man-of-the-people’ style simply reinforced 
this impression - this, after all, is the man who recently 
revealed in an issue of the Commission's internal 
newsletter that he wanted to be remembered as a terrif 
pace bowler, as a wonderful outside half with a full head 
of hair”. 


His opponents dubbed him the ‘cternal student 
forever protesting from the sidelines and never in a 


position of power. 


Finding Kinnock’s plus points requires a bit of investi- 
gation, but is worth the effort. 


When he took over the Labour Party in 1984, ut had 
just suffered its worst ever clectoral defeat after years 
of fierce left-right infighting. The party's published 
programme for government had been descrifed by onc 
of its authors as the “longest suicide note in history 


ht advocated a round of natonalizations with bankrupt. 
ing Compensation to be paid to sharcholders. a massive 
devaluation of the pound and withdrawal from the then 
European Community 
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Kinnock took over the party rems as a leftwinger, yet 
one who was considered a traitor by his | mer political 
soulmates for failing to back leftust Tony Benn as deputy 
leader in 1981. As leader, Kinnock fought the hard-ieft 
of the party through a combination of persuasion and 
tyranny. His reputavon as a weak man was not shared 
by the left. The reforms he put in place are the main 
reason why current leader Tony Blau looks set to sweep 
into power next year, barnng a Massive ture-around in 


the polls. 


Nevertheless, when he lost the 1992 election, Kinnock 
took all the blame. He withdrew from the publ gare 
and alarmed many #ith a 10-kilo loss in weight. His 
black mood only lifted when his wife Glenys became a 
candidate for the European Parliament in May 1993. 
Within six weeks, Major agreed to make him the 
UK's second Commissioner - a suggestion that had 
heen vetoed only a year carlicr by mght-wingers in the 
Conservative cabinet. 


Arriving in Brussels at the same time as his wife, 
Kinnock’s rehabilitation began. Officials at DGVII, the 
Directorate-General for transport, were surprised at how 
well-bnefed he was on their key areas of res, sibility 
and relieved to discover that he would bring sore much- 
needed political clout to road, rail, sea and aviation 
issues. 


The zeal of the convent - he had opposed the UK's 
membership of the European Economic Community 
in 1973 - could casily be undermined by the EU's 
similarity to an excruciating |S-sided chess game. But 
so far, Kinnock has not become disillusioned with the 
Umon. 


“He was originally an anti-marketeer but that 1s because 
it was just a market,” says a friend ‘and also because he 
was worned about the effects on Wales as a peripheral 
area. As patterns changed and he had more contact with 
people in the EU, he could see there were benefits.” 


Kinnock was courted for a job im the last Labour 
government in 1974-79 but, because of his opposition 
to many of its polices, he declined. As a result, he 
has spent all his adult life in opposition and only now 
has he been given the chance to prove himself in 
admimstravion 


“He ws happy here because he is now in a position of 
real acon and can make policy, says one of his team. 


This he has done. When the Spanish government asked 
permission to inject 860 millon ecu into its all-but 
bankrupt airline, Thera, Kinnock drove the hardest 
bargain he could legally muster 
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A yeas after filing the request, Iberia was allowed $45 
millon ecu but was forced to sell stakes in three Latin 
American companies which could only be bought Pack 
two years later without sutidy and with the help of a 
private-sector partner. 


Kinnack won the best deal possible under the law but 
it was never going to look that way hack in London 


it was always going to be interpreted as though he had 
crumbled under political pressure 


Yet, in reality, Kinnock is taking a tough line in the 
run-up to full lheralisation of European civil aviation 
in 1997 - the so- called “third package’. It is this, rather 
than any ideological liberalism, that 1s driving him to 
investigate whether Greece's Olympic Airways or Aur 
France violated the terms of the subsidies they were 
granted in 1994. 


“The third package was agreed in 1992, says an aide 
“lt is done and now it is a question of enforcing the 
rules and making sure that, through the use of state asd, 
companies are not undermining the effects of the third 


When he took office, Kinnock was also landed with the 
task of convincing highly sceptical transport ministers 
that he should be given the power to negotiate a civil 
aviation agreement for ali of them with the US. 


Six had already gone ahead and signed bilateral deals 
with Washington against the advice of the Commission 
Kinnock was determined to win them over to 4 jount 
mandate - and his persistence finally appears to be 
paying off. 


“A yeat ago, we put the mandate on the tatic, says a 
colleague, “and even internally, people said they would 
not even discuss it. Bul now we have a clear majority 
of member states who are prepared to talk about the 
details of it and notyust the principle. 


More surprising for Kinnock-observers is his conversion 
to heralization of the railways - still a matter of heresy 
for many in UK and French politics. But this has been 
the result more of an acceptance of the facts of life than 
a case of falling off his horse on the road to Damascus 
More and more freight is travelling by road rather than 
rail. Europe's roads are becoming clogged with lornes 
and the environment is suffermg 


“He realises that business as usual ts not an option, says 
an ade. “If we follow business as usual, with national 
railway systems and no competition, they will die 


In the college of Commissioners, the solidarity of the 
three responsible for competition polxy - Kinnock, 
Karel Van Miert and Pranz Fischler - never cracks 
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Personally, he gets on best with Van Mert. Budget 
Commussioner Erkki Lukanen and Eavironment Com- 
missioner Ritt Byerregaard. 


But he also has a good relaionsiup with the other 
UK Commussioner, Sir Leon Brittan, a fact which has 
surprised some given that the two men come from 
opposite ends of the political divide. 


Colleagues believe Kinnock’s down-to-carth siyle has 
helped him build bridges within the institution 


“He has faults, like everyone, but he ts straightforward” 
says a Cabinet member. “He doesn't play at being God_ 


However, when he played af soothsaying - telling a 
private mecting that the 1999 target date for a sungic 
currency was likely to he missed - he got Commussion 
President Jacques Santer’s back up 


When Santer responded by appearing to call Kinnock 
weak in pubic, he was furrous. Wasting for that famous 
temper to crack is proving an cxciing game 
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UK: Mitchell Role in All-Party Talks Threatens 
Covernment 


MS0706101096 London THE TIMES im English 
7 Jun W% pi 


[Report by Arthur Leathicy and Nicholas Wat: “MP 
THREATENS to Quit Over Uleter Talks”] 


(PBIS Transcribed Text) John Major's Commons major- 
ity of one was under threat last night when a minisicrial 
ade threatencd to resign the party whip in protest at the 
Government's handling of the Northern Ircland peace 
process. 


Terry Dicks, a parliamentary private secretary to Trans- 
port Ministers John Watts and Steven Norris and MP 
for Hayes and Harlington, raised the prospect of the 
Government losing its majority when he attacked the 
announcemert that the U.S. Senator George Mitchell 
will play the pivotal role in all-party Northern Ircland 
talks next week 


The issue now threatens to overshadow the talks which 
will be opened in Belfast by John Major asd John 
Bruton, the irish Prime Minister. Last night President 
Clinton telephoned both Mr Mayor and Mr Bruton about 
the talks and he urged the IRA to declare a fresh 
ceasefire. 


Mr Dicks’s move came as U' “er Unionists and pro- 
Unionist Tory MPs vowed anger at the appointment 
of Senator Mitchell, an envoy of President Clinton, as 
chairman of two of the most important parts of the 
talks hecause they suspect him of having nationalist 


Mr Dicks, one of a small group of fiercely pro- 
Uniomst Tones who have repeatedly said that too many 
concessions were being offered to Sinn Fein, said that 
he was appalled and athamed” that a foreigner had 
heen put forward and said that the move represented 
Compromise, appeasement and kow-towing to Dubin” 


over of terrorst weapons. The two Governments skirted 
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round the timing issuc by saying im a jount paper that a 
mecung of all parues would he held towards the end of 


September 


David Wilshire, Tory MP for Spetthorne and arch- 
Unionist, said the Government had conceded to the de- 
mands of Dublin. “We have scen a further appease. 
ment of Sinn Fein/IRA and the SDLP [Social Demo- 
crat Labour Party] which ae determined to internation. 
alise he whole problem. We have allowed foreigners 
to involve themselves in the internal affairs of the UK 
Northern ircland is part of my country” 


lan Paisley, leader of the Democratic Unionists, sand 
that he would try to block Mr Mitchell's appormiment 
when the parties meet to decide whether to accept the 
Goveramen:'s proposals on Monday. “He ts an envoy 
of a foreign Government and no foreign Government 
should have any say in our internal affairs 


Announcing the agreement at 4 jornt press conference 
in London, the Northern Ircland Secretary Sw Patruk 
Mayhew said it was “a most important moment for 
Northern Ireland. “1 greatly hope that 1 will prove to he 


a histone turning-point.” 


The two Governments were agreed that al! parties taking 
part in the negotiations would have to make clear ther 
“total and absolute commitment” to the si principles 
of democracy and non-violence set out in the Mitchel! 
report. 


Both Sir Patrick and Dick Spring. the Irish Forcign 
Minister, reaffirmed there could be no place for Sinn 
Fein at the negotiating table until there was a new IRA 
ceascfire. 


Mr Spring appealed to republicans to make thit possible. 
stressing there would be no further ofstacies once there 
was a fresh truce. “It is up to them and there can be, 
reason to fudge a decision,” said 


Mr Clinton told the Prime Ministers that the talks 
offered a real chance to set aside the past and negotiate 
a future of hope and promise, justice and peace 
He added: “! call once again for a restoration of the 
IRA ceasefire, which will enable the talks to be fully 
inclusive ~ 


Gerry Adams, the president of Sinn Fem. critn wed 
Britain for excluding his party from the talks He said 
concern and our main fear is that those who 
voted for our party are being excluded Mr Adam 
added that differences in Ircland could be resolved in 
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{imerview with British Foreign Secretary Malcolm 
Rifkind by Leopoldo Fabiani and Mario Tedesctuni 
im Rome on 5 June: “Armustice 
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government will not tlock the signing of the EV 
association agreement with Slovenia. Does this mean 


that its boycotuag of Community proceedings 1s over’ 


(Rifkind) | dad not say that. Prome Minister John Major 
explained some time ago in parliament that there might 
he caceptions The general political line of noncoopera- 
von with the EL must conunue with a view to achieving 
the goals stated by the prime minister. lt is inevitadic 
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for diuscusmon (world tradc) and ber European allies 
went thew own way’ 


(Rifkind) | thenk of os mnconcervatic that an issue of Cis 
kind could fail to De discussed Py the European beads of 
state and government No one can clam that a profiem 
of tus type ts sot of umportance to all the memmer states 


[LA REPUBBLIC A) A ict of people (eek that you 


boycott ts dactated promaniy hy domesin pola y require. 
ments 


[Rifind|) Hh os not hh i fot propaganda A trade 
embargo i 4 very scrtows matter, ft ms rather other 
European countries — not aly. wtach has mantancd 
a Cooperative approach — that have had profes with 
public opmmon at home. and thes caplans then ngs 
stance. Our cradkcaton precvram is very demanding 
We are slaughtering 25,000 a week. and we capect to 
slaughter | mullhon im a year 


(LA REPUBBLICA| If things go a you hope. the 
Florence summmut will he able to discuss the future of 
the European Union and an organization to sicer the 
common foreign and security poly. is  truc that 
London is amenable now as well” 


{Rifkind} The NATO) meeting m Berlin rough 
progress on greater cooperation Hetween the Atlanty 
alliance and the Europeans who are members of the 
WEU [Western European Union). The proposal for 
a high-ranking diploma to coordmate the Union's 
foreign policy t% am interesting idea that we find 
attractive A satisfactory consensus has already heen 
reached on many of the other topics herng discussed hy 


the Intergovernmental Conferen ¢ 


[LA REPUBBLICA) What starce will the Brith Gow 
crament adopt on the single currency’ Will you rep. 
the European Monetary Sywiem ([EMS)|’ 


[Rifkind) Whether of not we are part of the wngle 
currency will be decided # a later stage The Briwh 
parliament will have to vote on i. and a referendum 
is also cupected to he held As to foentry inte the 
exchange rate mechaniom, i 1s 4 Matter that we are fot 
consdering. We left the EMS in 1992. and our economy 
has improved considerably wince then 


UK: Rifkind Defends Noncooperstion Policy 
MS90706110206 London THE TIMES on Englioh 
7 Jun p 20 


[Arucle by UK Foreign Secretary Makolm Riflind 
“BSE: Our Interests Come First | 


(PBIS Transcribed Text] Douglas Hogg and | are the 
week visiting European Union countnes to discuss the 
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BSE ([Bowrne Spongiform Encepealopathy| cron. The 
hen oo Britesh feel products sow being lifted, and 
our talks mm Browels and Rome have opened up the 
peeerhelity of an overall framework agroement over the 
neu two weeks This may he the turning port 


We ae sow scting cut our ideas for the neat sic 
We rocognse that some consumers in Europe ac 
worred shout the safcty of heel. So our fire message is 
about the cutent of the measures which we have taken 
and ae thong to combat BSE and to protect boman 
health These ae set out on comprehensive documents 
whoh we have meued the work, inchoding a detailed 
programme for the cadicaton of BSE, so there can be 
ho Macomceptien about the cutent of the measures we 
have taken 


The «cond port which we have emphasised to our 
partners 1 that we goed te agree a framework for step- 
hy step lefteng of the oweral! han 1 welcome the result of 
the Agrnulture Councel on Monday, at which a majority 
of meme states supported the Commission's proposal 
to lft Ae ban on ene heel products. It is good that the 
Commeson wil fom “> ead that part of the ban on 
June 10. ft well then ta Gp to memer states to ensure 


that that decmion ts implemented 


But we sow nord to mowe on. We heheve that the entire 
han ts unjustified and wanecessary. We are challenging 
its legrmacy om the European Court of Justice. The han 
has the effect of endermenmg confidence im boet as a 
prada, so to sell. defeating The strategy of others 
mm Hanneng Broth heeft has not worked The Germans 
are fe” only fot ca mg British beef they have stopped 
came German boet » well So a Eucopean strategy is 
nceded to resolve a European protiem. But we know it 
% Gol fealietie to expect all member states to agree to 
Wht the wholc han at once 


We therefore propose a series of step which we ae 
sure comsumer on Europe and heyond ell understand 
we teasonaMec and enurely sate. For example, there 
are herds of cattle throughout Brita which have never 
had a case of BSE and have been fod only on grass, 
~) avending any powwMe Contact with the contarunated 
feed wha h spreads the disease It should he possihic to 
ht the han on these cattle soon 


We ate not ashing other European countries automat. 
cally to accept what we say The lifting of cach pat of 
the Pen can he linked to the effectiveness of the mea 
sures whach we have motte’ © and thew certification 
hy the Comemmeson Ithe! |... caperts aren't satisfied 
that cur measures are working. then we must show that 
wf Measures ate appropriate 
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in our talks mm Reanc, the Kalan Goverament, which 
holds the EU presedemy, acepted the framework 
apqroach, and com#metied rtscll to work actively with the 
European Commission to teach an agreement if possitic 
hefore the European sume m Plorence on June 2! 
Vetermary and scrcatitx cuperts will he consulted 


Meanwtulc, cur poly of son-<cooperaion m the EU 
stands, and will comtenec wntel we agree a framework 
We embarked on this policy i order to jolt some other 
countries inte recognmme the gravity of the proMem 
and the aced to Come up with scnsihlc solutions 


Thess got the fret tome that 4 member state has 
tetused to co- operate on something it feels to be of key 
importance. De Gaulle did so mn 1965, other countries. 
including the French Spanish and Nalians-have done so 
in differemt ways sence then We are wot neung threats. 
we afc fot trying to Mackmaill anyone, bul we cannot 
allow our entetests to he rushed avide 


We made clea a the outect that there might be excep 
thoms to the policy of Mocking EU measures requiring 
unamimty. We have already Mocked 86 measures, But 
| announced mm Rome that, as a gesture of poodwall to 
the Kahan preadency. the Commiuson and others who 
have heen helpful to us, we would not Mock approval of 
af association agreement hetwoen the EU and Slovema. 
which comes up on Monday This agreement 1s relewant 
hoth to our Balkans policy and to the EU's castwards 
enlargement This ts a matter of particular importance 
to the Italians, and tt makes sense m the sort of difficult 
and scheitive segotiation im which we are engaged to 
make thes gesture in the national interest 


Douglas Hogg and | have engaged in some straght talk. 
ing this week, We don't want a policy of confrontation 
We deplore attempts to whip up ant-Buropean sean. 
ment. But we need te continue our tough diplomacy 


This week we have fownd other European governments 
terested im Britewwh seas and teady to lwten An 
agreement Hefore the Florence summit would require 
a great deal of hard slog and hard pounding 1 take 
nothing for gramted. Put we must cuplort the momentum 
we ae bow atewng Progress towards a settlement 
would show industry and comumers that Europe is at 
last sorteng out thes orien rather than playing politics 
1 heheve that the Brith message « understand We 
want a European answer fot the European promem 
The sooner this Pusmess can he settled, the Ketter for 
every me 
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UK: CBI Attacks London's ‘Hartile Attitude’ 
Toward EL 

MVM0612 1806 Londo THE TIMES im Engtsh 
4 Jun OH ph 


[Report by Plulbp Bassett “CBI Does U-Turn to Con- 
demn UK's “Semm-Detached’ Role in Europe”) 

\PBIS Tramcribed Text) Business leaders yesterday 
tacked the UK's ‘semi-detached’ role in Europe. and 
insisted that business needed Britan to be at the hear 
oft the European Umon 


In a senes of strongly pro-European statements. leaders 
ot the Confederanon of Brush Industry [Cal] vigor- 
ously put the case from business for the UK to play a 
full part in Europe 


While some business leaders maintain that tie CBI's 
strongly pro European stance does sot fully reflect 
Brinh business opmmon — especially sma business 
~ CBI leaders attacked the “hostile attitude” 10 Europe 
of some polrocians and parts of the media 


The CBI & to poll members again on thei attitude to 
Europe, whech will be a central feature of its annual 
cooference in Harrogate tus year 


Niall PasGerald chairman desugnate of Unilever and 
chairman of the CBI's Europe comvamec, ndiculed 
chem. that Britam would be better off withdrawing, 
imsteng that “careless talk of Britain leaving the EU 
will Cost pom 


He told the Lewach os London of the CBI's sew Business 


» Europe campagn “The UK's imcreasingly sem- 
dcahed role m Europe i wonkc, because we are 


UNITED KINGDOM 7 


winning the dcPates of Competitiveness. on deregulatlio® 
and the continued openrme-up of the sngle maiet 
There ts 4 grave risk that we will De sacrifliceng these 
hard-won gamms as we pander. for cheap cheers. to tho 
who regret the passing of Victonan Bretan 


Mir PurGerald tod the CBI's call for an carly end to the 
Government's policy of nom<o-cperabon m Europe 


The CBI's statement marked a signif ant about-turn for 
the confederation, which two weeks ago was isenteng 
pumacly that the Government's policy would not harm 
business in the UK. Sor Cole Marshall, the CBI's ace 
presadent, dumused 1 then a 4 spel . provoking pri- 
vate concern among CBI leaders that such a respons, 
while supportive of the Goverament, mught act accu. 
tatcly be reflactong the full rang: of British husness 
views 


But yesterday he recanted pudicly. codermcg Mr 
PitzGerald’s comsstent line, and sand he was not talkong 
about the past. bul lootung forward to the future of 


Europe 


Se David Simon, chairman of BP (Botsh Pevolcum). 
fully welcomed the creation of a wngle currency actows 
Europe, while Sir Laon Vallance, charman of BT [Brush 
Telecommuni ations}, imented that Europe was the 
‘home maket’ not post for BT but for much of 
Brith industry — The CBI yesterday published « 
new statement on Eurome in the form of a huwness 
agenda for the inter-governmental conference. insisting 
that Europe's competitiveness had to he at the centre of 
any decisions made about the EU's future 
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Germany: Ruehe Views NATO's Tasks, 
Bundeswehr ‘Cuthacks’ 

AU0606171096 Berlin BERLINER ZEITUNG 
in German 1-2 Jun 96 p § 


[Interview with German Defense Minister Volker Ruche 
by Michael Maver, Frank Herold, and Dietmar Seher; 
place and date not given: “We need a New NATO") 


[FBIS Translated Text) [BERLINER ZEITUNG] The 
foreign ministers will meet in Berlin on Monday and 
Tuesday [3-4 June}, and the defense ministers will 
discuss the new NATO structures in Brussels in two 
weeks time. What practical consequences does this have 
for Germany? What will change for the Bundeswehr? 


{Ruche] This is a year of reforms for NA™O. Before 
it opens itself up to wew members, it is putting its 
own house in order. A general overhaul is taking place. 
This consists of a great number of political processes, 
but the restructuring of the military organization 1s also 
involved. 


[BERL! .cR ZEITUNG] A response to the changes that 
have' on place.... 


[Rueuc; Yes. We have to discuss the NATO role of 
France, which wants to commit itself fully again. It 
is also important to intensify the relationship between 
the United States and Europe within the alliance and 
to reorganize it in military terms. In fact, in a crisis 
that is to be settled politically by the Europeans, they 
must also be able to use NATO structures. This must 
he exercised during peacetime. Moreover, the alliance 
should prepare itself in a better way for its new tasks. 
Crisis management and the transfer of stability will be 
added to the classical task of collective defense. Finally, 
it has to be taken into consideration that there will be 
new members. In short: We need a new NATO — also 
hecause the old one will not simply be enlarged: a new 
Mance will offer membership to new members and 
seek a strategic partnership with Russia. 


[BERLINER ZEITUNG] France, for instance, maintains 
strong interest in the African continent. Does Pans’ full 
return to the alliance mean that the sphere of action of 
the new alliance will become wider’ 


Ruche Nothing will change regarding the scope of 
NATO territory — only as a result of new entries. Coun- 
tries like Great Britain and France have traditionally had 
their own national interests outside the continent. This 
has never had and will not have the effect of NATO as- 
summing responsitility in Africa. Yet the new tasks will 
include the creation of stability in the alliance’s sur- 
roundings, too. Thus, if asked by the United Nations, 
NATO) will have to think about whether it will assume 
commutments outside its area. Yugoslavia ts the first ex- 
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ample where there were instability and war and where 
human rights were violated. Thus, we are breaking new 
ground. It is quite possible for NATO to face simuiar sit- 
uations somewhere else under different circumstances. 


{BERLINER ZEITUNG] Yugoslavia has shown that the 
Europeans were not able to settle this crisis alone. Will 
this be the case in the future? A common European 
political will is needed for that. 


{Ruche] It is true that the situation was beyond our 
control in Yugoslavia. However, this does not change 
the fact that, in the future, we will have to settle 
similar conflicts at our own risk by using NATO 
structures. Arriving at a common political will 1s, 
naturally, a problem. In the United States, the president, 
the secretary of state and the defense secretary jointly 
support an operation. In Europe, however, it is not 
enough to make all military preparations. This can 
be organized well and efficiently. Yet, above all, we 
must agree on the need for an operation; we must act 
determinedly on the basis of a uniform and clear will. 
The European forces musi be concentrated. Creating the 
required instruments and displaying the political will 
for unification is also one of the major tasks of the 
Intergovernmental Conference. 


{BERLINER ZEITUNG] Has the NATO presence in the 
former Yugoslavia turned out to be successful? 


Rucehe] Certainly. Just remember what the situation 
was like one year ago. UN soldiers were taken hostage. 
They were witnesses to massacres, without being able 
to protect the population. The situation was really bad 
until the United States decided to become active. Today 
the [FOR [Implementation Force] troops are in control. 
There is no spring offensive, no war. The opponents 
have been separated militarily. Weapons are being 
collected. What the soldiers naturally cannot achieve is 
the successful implementation of the political process, 
that people really want the state of Bosnia-Herzegovina 


{BERLINER ZEITUNG] The role that Germany as- 
sumed in this context is no longer controversial... 


{Ruche] This is enormous progress. | am happy about 
this development. The consensus that we heve achieved 
in Germany on the participation of our pilots, our crews, 
and soldiers is a success for all of us. Many believed 
that we would not accomplish that. 


{BERLINER ZEITUNG] There are problems regarding 
the process of political rapprochement in the Balkans 
Should IFOR stay after 20 December’ 


{Ruche} No. It is not right to speculate on this issue 
The remaining time must be utilized. The important 
thing now is the elections. However, it is also clear 
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thal war and massacres must be prevented in the future. 
Thus, it is important to establish a better balance of 
power. Disarmament is required on the Serbian side. 
Disarmament talks are in the foreground. Otherwise the 
United States and the Europeans, too, will have to think 
about how a sensible balance can be achieved. 


(BERLINER ZEITUNG] If there should be no alterna- 
tive to an arms build up on the Bosnian side — should 
Germany help? 


[Ruche] No. We should support this process politically. 
German arms shipments are sot necessary. However, 
1 would not hesitate to offer Bosnians training at our 
engineering school, where they can learn to defuse and 
clear mines. Our doors are also open in Koblenz, where 
knowledge regarding internal leadership in the army is 
being imparted. 

[BERLINER ZEITUNG] 1997 will be a decisive year 
for NATO's eastward expansion. The alliance wants to 
announce who can join it at what time. When should 
the first new NATO member be accepted? 


[Ruche} Before the year 2000. It is also necessary and 
desirable for NATO to decide nexi year with which 
countries it wants to start negotiations. Al the same time, 
the other interested countries must be given a signal that 
this is only the beginning of a process. It can take place 
in several stages. 

(BERLINER ZEITUNG] Should NATO and EU entry 
be dealt with simultaneously” 

[Ruche] Not simultaneously. The EU will open negoti- 
ations as carly as in 1997. Talks will be more difficult 
in this area. in fact, one can join NATO with old tanks, 
much longer transitional periods are required in the EU. 
However, basically, the same principle applies to both 
alliances: Neither NATO nor the EU must remain a 
closed society. 

{BERLINER ZEITUNG] The treasury is empty. Like 


[Ruche] In the construction sector, but only in western 
Germany. Dozens or more projects will be affected. 
They will cither not be started at all or they will be 
stopped. In the cast, however, there will be no cutbacks 
— Geliberately. Quite the contrary: Reconstruction and 
modernization will go ahead according to schedule. 


GERMANY 9 


[BERLINER ZEITUNG] Do you want to think once 
more about the procurement of new equipment and new 
weapons systems? 


[Ruche] As far as procurement is concerned, we will 
postpone projects that are of secondary mulitary signifi- 
cance. Equipment for flight operations and other projects 
will be affected. Moreover, we are facing difficult ne- 
gotiations for the 1997 budget. Some projects may have 
to be abandoned altogether. 


{BERLINER ZEITUNG] What projects? 
[Ruche} I will once more check carefully what is really 


affect procurement. There will be no changes regarding 
the structure, the size, or compulsory military service. 
There has been enough uncertaimiy on these issues. 
ne a ene 

and to support the self-image that the Bundeswehr has 
developed in the meantime. | would like to recall the 
following: Nobody had to undergo so many changes 
as our Bundeswehr. A total of 50,000 soldicrs were 
transferred in one year. If | compare that with the storm 
that has been triggered in the Rhine valley by the fact 
that 15,000 Bonn officials will be transferred to Berlin 
in 10 years, I can only say the following: No sector of 
society is as mobile as the Bundeswehr. 


Germany: Tietmeyer Discusses EMU Criteria, Italy 
BROGO6 135196 Milan CORRIERE DELLA SERA 
in hialian 6 Jun % p i4 


[Interview with German Bundesbank President Hans 
Tietmeyer by Marco Cecchini in Frankfurt; date not 
given: “Italy: No Discounts on Euro”) 

(FBIS Translated Excerpt} Frankfurt — (Cecchini) 
What about the single currency” 

[Tietmeyer] There are two years to go before the 
stocktaking on the Maastricht criteria, and Italy stands 
the same chance as the other countries of joining night 
away, but the positive determination to achieve financial 
reform displayed by the new government must now be 
translated into Concrete actions and create the conditions 
for a lowering of market interest rates which, though 
they have fallen, remain high in comparison to those of 
the other countries. 


[Cecchini] What about the lira within the EMS [Euro- 
pean Monetary System)? 


(Thetmeyer) Prodi and Ciampi display wisdom in setting 
the return for before the end of the year, that is, after 
the introduction of the deficit- reduction measures: The 
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decision on when to staft negotiations with the other 
partners lies solely with the Italian authorives, but | 
think that the government's line is correct. [Tietmeyer 
ends] [passage omitted] 


Tietmeyer’s position on the date for the stan of Mon- 
etary Union seems less clear: “lt would be inadvisable 
to speculate about the umetable. The Treaty sets 1999 
as the deadline, and a decision will be made in the first 
months of 1998." As for the lira, the Bundesbank pres- 
ident did not join the dispute about the value thal 11 has 
ertheless he did give to understand that he does not 
consider it overvalued at the present level: “The present 
exchange rate is certainly more appropriate; a correction 
really was necessary.” Nevertheless he offered a glim- 
mer of hope for the setting of a different parity from the 
present, when he said that “it is another matter whether 
the present value is also the right one at which to set 
the new parity.” 


[Cecchini] The European economy is slowing consider- 
ably. Many countries are struggling to meet the Maas- 
tricht criteria, and there is more and more talk about a 
[Tietmeyer} On the contrary, it is crucial that the 
interpretation of the criteria be restrictive and precise, 
as envisaged by the Maastricht Treaty. Their softening 
would indeed threaten the new currency’s credibility, 
which must be complete from the very first day of its 
life. 


(Cecchini) Germany, too, has problems... 


[Tietmeyer} Unless Germany observes the criteria, it 
will not join the Euro right away. The same applies 
wo Prance. And if other countries feel like going ahead 
with the single currency even without Bonn and Paris, 
that is a decision that lies exclusively with them. Be that 
as it may, I hope that Germany and France will be able 
to join. This, even though there remains a great dea! to 
he done to reach our destination. 


{Cecchini} is it true that the resumption will start in the 
second half of the year? 


[Tietmeyer} The situation in Europe varies from country 
to country. In Germany there are signs thal prompt us to 
forecast a change in the economic cycle in the second 
half of the year. Export orders and industry's expecta- 
vons, for instance, have improved in the past month, and 
now we expect this growth to have widespread effects 
on domestic investments. But in order for this to hap- 
pen it ts necessary for the adjustment of exchange rates 
to be sustainable, for wage negotiations not to lead to 
a rise in labor costs. and for Chancellor Kohi's finance 
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package to gain parliament's approval. All this is nec- 
essary in order to consolidate the markets’ confidence, 
which is the basis for investment decisions. 


{Cecchi The financial markets responded enthusiasu- 
cally to the Italian election results and to the establish- 
ment of the Prodi government: Does Italy now stand a 
better chance of joining the hard core of the single cur- 
rency” 


[Tiewncyer] | see, first, that there is on the government's 
paft a positive intention to carry forward the financial 
adjustment. But the interest rates differenual remains. 
Now deeds are necessary, it is necessary to create the 
basis for a reduction of interest rates. Everyone has the 
same chance of joining the single currency. Be that as it 
may, in the past two years Italy has undoubtedly made 
greal progress. 


[Cecchini] But there are such men as Ciampi and Dini 
within the government... 


[Tietmeyer} | know Carlo and Lamberto well; they are 
very capable people, and | am sure that they will do 
their utmost to further improve the situation. Of course, 
the markets share my assessment, and now we await the 
provisions. 


[Cecchim] Industrialists are saying that the lira is 
currently overvalued, but the Bank of Italy says not. 
What about you’ 


[Tietmeyer) | can understand industrialists’ concerns. 
And I do not want to join this debate, though | do feel 
closer to the central bank's viewpoint. Indeed, in the 
long term a country should not have a weak currency. 
Above all, the lira’s appreciation is helping, and will 
help, to bring down inflation. 


(Cecchini) EMS-2 should be launched before the end 
of the year, but a debate is under way particularly on 
imervenuon obligavons... 


[Tietmeyer} | am in favor of EMS-2. But the system 
must be conceived in such a way as to avoid the 
mistakes made by EMS-1. In the past parities that 
were not justified by base rates were maintained too 
long for reasons of prestige. Now we must consider 
their prompter revision, and | think that the initiative 
of setting the tone of the negotiations should fall to 
the European central bank. | also think that fluctuation 
bands should not be too narrow. closer to the present 15 
percent than not. As for interventions, they could have 
merely a marginal role to play in providing indications. 
it 1s impossible to defend an unrealistic parity at al! 
Costs 
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France Proposes Greater Involvement for WEU 
Observers 


BRO706101796 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 6 June 96 p 14 


{Report by Bente Bundgaard: “France Wants Danish 
Participation in WEU Actions”) 

[FBIS Translated Text} Dijon — Defense: France wants 
to strengthen the Western European Union (WEU) 
by putting observer countries — including Denmark 
— on an equal footing with member countries in 
concrete operations. It would then be difficult to see 
the difference between members and observers. 


Denmark and a number of neutral EU countries should 
take part in planning actions in th. WEU, even if they 
are not members. At least if it is up to France to decide. 


In a proposal for defense discussions at the EU Inter- 
governmental Conference, the French Government pro- 
poses that it should not only be possible to avoid taking 
part in an EU action which is to be carried out by the 
WEU, if a member country does sot want to participate. 


It should also be possible to take part on an equal fooung 
with member countries, if a country with observer status 
‘nthe WEU — like Denmark — wants to be included 
in the action. 


No Voting Rights 


In that kind of situation, France thinks that the observer 
country should parucipate fully in the decisionmaking 
process in the WEU, on the same footing as countries 
which are members. Up to now there has only been 
agreement that observer countries could well be allowed 
to participate if they really wanted to — but without 
voting rights. 


But very few governments want to send their soldiers 
on missions without being able to influence how these 
will proceed. 

The French proposal solves this problem. Because it 
creates the opportunity for Denmark and the other 
counties who cannot or will not join the WEU as 
full members. to become de facto members in concrete 
Situahions. 


The French formula could become particularly relevant 
in situations in which the Western European Union 
maght in the future want to act as the European mainstay 
of NATO, as decided a the NATO conference at the 
beginning of this week in Berlin. 


The proposal from Prance is a concrete expression of 
all the talk about flexibility in EU cooperation when it 


comes to foreign and security policy issues. 


FRANCE "i 


This will now be discussed in the context of the Inter- 
governmental Conference, where the term flexibility has 
little by little become a key word in discussions. 


France: De Charette, UK's Rifkind Discuss ‘Mad 
Cow’ Issue 

BRO606123096 Paris AFP in French 

1140 GMT 6 Jun 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Paris, 6 Jun (AFP) — Dur- 
ing a meeting with his British counterpart, Malcom 
Rifkind, on Thursday [6 June] Foreign Minister Herve 
de Charette made a plea for a “convincing and reassur- 
ing mechanism” in the mad cow disease issuc. 


In his talks with Mr. Rifkind Mr. de Charette, whose 
statements were relayed by Foreign Ministry Deputy 
Spokesman Yves Doutriaux, encouraged the setting-up 
of a “convincing and reassuring mechanism for public 
opinion and consumers.” 

According to Mr. Doutriaux, the head of French diplo- 
macy stressed that “the main issue was the concern ex- 
pressed by public opinion with regard to health’ and 
said that “it was thus necessary to act in full compli- 
ance with the scientific analyses. Energetic measures 
must be taken to eradicaic the discase and gradually 
return to a normal situation while taking the scientific 
positions into account,” he added. 


According to the spokesman, Mr. Rifkind stressed that 
the “objective of the UK is a strategy which permits 
a progressive lifting of the embargo while taking the 
scientific positions into account.” He also repeated that 
measures had been taken by Great Britain to eradicate 
the disease. 


During his talks Mr. Rifland was accompanied by his 
agriculture minister, Mr. Douglas Hogg. The two men 
started a European tour on Tuesday [4 June} to defend 
the British positions on the mad cow disease issuc 


France: Article Views Politics of ‘Mad Cow’ Issue 


BROG06143596 Paris LIBERATION in French 
6 Jun % pp 78 


[Article by Jean Quatremer: “The Specter of Tre wher- 
ous Alon’ ] 


[FBIS Translated Text) Once again, Britain finds itself 
in a position it has traditionally relished Alone agains! 
the whole continent, under attack by European integra- 
tion zealots, waging a holy war against Brussels’ Eu- 
rocrats. British Prime Minister John Major cunningly 
manipulated all hues of English nationalism to turn a 
public health issue into a diplomatic crisis. And the ul- 
timatum sent to John Major by EU Commission Pres- 
idem Jacques Santer — offering him a timetable for 
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the lifting of the ban on beef if he puts an end to his 
obstructionist policy with respect to EU institutions — 
will no doubt reinforce in Britain the feeling that, in the 
_ words of a TIMES journalist, there is a “war against 
foreigners” that is going on. 

In this context, the fact that the government is be- 
ing backed up by its Labour opposition is significant. 
Through a kind of mirror effect, this umpteenth Euro- 
pean crisis is going to reinforce the distrust felt by the 
great majority of London's partners toward an island 
which did not join the European Economic Community 
[EEC] before 1973 — reluctantly and through mere eco- 
nomic pragmatism. Was it not de Gaulle who, with eerie 
accuracy, prophesied on 27 November 1967 that “taking 
England in (...) would be, for the Six (...), akin to giving 
once and for all their blessing to the myriad stratagems, 
deiays, and charades which would tend to conceal the 
destruction of an edifice which was built at the cost of 
so much effort and amidst so much hope"? 


From the budgetary discount granted to Britain after 
it blocked EEC institutions in the carly 1980's to its 
eventual acceptance of the Maastricht Treaty after being 
offered a special opt-out clause, through to the mad 
cow crisis, history seems to have proven right the 
former French president. Indeed, Great Britain is the 
only country with a minimalist vision of European 
integration in every domains, unlike Denmark, for 
instance, which favors more European integration with 
respect to environmental or social issues. 


It is no accident that London has always been in every 
minority, that its European approach has always been 
based on venting its misgivings. In fact, the current 
obstructionist policy is only the formalization of a 
behavior that has been constant for 25 years. “Their 
purpose as Union members is foot-dragging.” a Brussels 
senior official says. In other words, the mad cow crisis 
is Once again going to call in question Great Britain's 
place within the Union. “Britain is on the margins of the 
Union anyway, at least geographically,” Jacques Santer 
taunted yesterday .. 


Unlike previous crises, this time London's self-imposed 
isolauon has reached an unprecedented level in the 
history of European integration. Even its traditional 
“allies” (Portugal. the Netherlands) refused to back it 
up in the mad cow row, rejecting any casing of the ban. 


It must be said that Britain has picked the wrong fight: 
Unlike the budget or the Maastricht Treaty, this is not a 
matter of principle but a health issue. And while EU 
governments are always ready to come up with the 
most wn kely compromises in order to let everyone 
save ‘his instance they cannot afford to ignore 


their national public opinions. This explains the German 
Government's intransigence: For the first time it is 
confronting Britain head on — and it is not going to be 
the only one. Incidentally, Jacques Santer's firm stance 
probably finds its source on the other side of the Rhine 
river. 


In addition, in this affair, the British Government forgets 
that in the absence of the EU it would not have been 
spared a boycott: Indeed, it was decided unilaterally by 
each member state before the Commission gave it a 
European flavor. Britain also conveniently forgets the 
fact that without the EU it would not have been granted 
the significant financial assistance thanks to which it 
is going to be able to indemnify its beef producers. 
“As usual, London is shamelessly trying for maximum 
return — but this time they may live to regret it,” a 
Eurocrat warns. This is especially likely since this row is 
coming on the back of another — latent — crisis: Since 
the beginning of the Intergovernmental Conference to 
review the Maastricht Treaty, London has been rejecting 
any significant reform so that the Union's inevitable 
enlargement may wreck once and for all the European 
integratiun mechanism. And while Labor is likely to 
prove more amenable, nobody has any illusion about 
Tony Blair's room for maneuver. Such brinkmanship, 
brought out and made worse by the mad cow row, is 
unlikely to bring about the collapse of the EU, which 
has already weathered nore than its share of crises. 
However, there is no doubting that it will do a lot to 


impose the notion of a multi-speed Europe as a way to 
push the “English problem” into irrelevancy. 


France: Senate Approves Telecommunications Bill 


BRO706101196 Paris AFP in French 
0402 GMT 7 Jun 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] Paris, 7 Jun (AFP) — The 
Senate adopted the telecommunications regulauon bil 
by 222 votes to 93 in the bill's first reading on Friday 
morning [7 June]. The bill will put an end to France 


Telecom's telephone monopoly from | January 1998. 


The RPR [Rally for the Republic) and UDF [Union 
for French Democracy] voted in favor, while the PS 
{Socialist Party], the PCF [French Communist Party}, 
and five RDSE [expansion not given) members voted 
against. 


The Senate also adopted a government amendment 
providing for control over the content on the Internet 
through the establishment of a Higher Committee for 
Telecomputing under the auspices of the CSA [Higher 
Council for the Audiovisual Industry} 
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Italy: Bossi Suggests Referendum on North's 
Awtoaomy 

BRO0606131496 Milan IL GIORNALE in Italian 
6 Jun 9 pS 


{Interview with Italian Northern League leader Umberto 
Bossi by Enza Cusmai in Milan; date not given: “Bossi: 
A Bargain Can Be Suuck’”) 


{FBIS Translated Text} (Cusmai] Well then, Senator 
Bossi, will you apologize to my poor colleagues [televi- 
sion reporters) that the “green shirts” [Northern League 
crowd marshals} roughed up the other evening in Lodi’ 


[Bossi] They personally have nothing to do with it, but 
they represent the tools of the regime: If they had their 
heads screwed on the right way, they could refuse to act 
as their master’s servants. Truc, they may have families 
to maintain, but there is a limit to everything. 


{Cusmai} But what have they done wrong? 


'Bossi}) They were there for two hours, recording every 
word I said and everything | did during the rally. They 
did not interview me to obtain political statements. All 
they were hoping was thai | would stick my finger in 
my nose or say something that could be used against 
me if they sent the cassette to the judiciary. This will 
not do any longer. We have had enough of people who 
are hired because they have someone important behind 
them or because their fathers or mothers are... 


[Cusmai] But it was a sign of intolerance. 


[Bossi] There can be no tolerance for old relk . They 
are people who often have no skills or qualif ations, 
a bunch of who draw fabulous salaries 
with the backing of the USIGRAI [Italian Union of RAI 


frgeting tha Le cee fe ad Py the people 


({Cusmai}] Who might ughten the purse strings... 


[Bossi] Right. There is nothing caster than livening up 
a festival in Padania with a big bonfire and burning al! 


{Cusmai} Threats aside, what should be done to avoid 
arousing the wrath of the League’ 


ITALY 13 


[Bossi] Talk, negotiate. There is no national pubix 
television channel in Milan. Padania pays, but i gets 
no service. If this is democracy... 


{Cusmai] The day before yesterday was a bad day for 
the League. it ended with the controversy with the 
television crews, and it began with the severe warning 
from the Constitutioaal Court, which defended the unity 
of the republic. 

[Bossi] Ha ha ha... The regime is stamping about like « 
broken- winded bull pawing the ground with fear. But 
I am not scared. | am quite a good matador. 


{Cusmai)} Let us leave the metaphors aside, please 


[Bossi] They are scared in Rome. | am looking calmly 
on, but my quiver is full of arrows. We always have 
the right answer for the regiments that attack us from 
Rome. 


ſCusmai] You often talk about negotiation. Does that 
mean secession, the division of the country, by mutual 
agreement” 

[Bossi] Another option might be a confederation, for 
instance... 


[Cusmai] Look here, Mr. Bossi, has the time not come 
to get to the point, to sit down round a tabic with the 
other leaders, Berlusconi and D'Alema’ 


[Bossi] Before we get down to discussions, we have to 
know what we are going to discuss. It is only the peopic 
who can show us the way, who can tell us whether they 
want separation, whether they want autonomy 


[Cusmai} How? 


[Bossi] Via an indicative referendum. The result w:!! 
tell us whether | was right or if the powers in Rome are 
right. 

[Cusmai} You accept the challenge’ 

[Bossi] | am ready, but I am afraid it is the others who 
will do nothing. The powers that be are not sending 


signals out. They are up a blind alicy that mwolates them 
from the country as it really is. 


{Cusmai] Be that as it may, there is no lack of reaction 
and especially of condemnation for the League's imitia- 
tives. The one about evicting the prefects hardly met 
with a warm welcome, for instance 


[Bossi] | fail to understand it. They all say they are 
federalists, then they throw up thew hands im horror i! 
we want to get nd of those unpleasant figures that the 
prefects constitute. Ours is a symbolic gesture, but the 
negative reactions tell us a lot about the consistency of 
pohtcians 
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{Cusmai) All the same, President Scalfaro, too, called 
Pivets im to explain herself after her appearance at 
Pontida. 


{Bossi} Scalfaro is a real gentieman. | do not think he 
cruucized Irene, he will just have complimented her on 
her blouse: Green suits her. 


{Cusmai] The budget will shortly be up for approval. 
What line will the League take’ 

[Bossi] Prodi has already lied about the budget. In any 
other country, a prime minister who announced a 10- 
willion lira Finance Bill and then doubled u would 
already have been sacked. Bui anything goes in Italy. 
The main thing is for them not to raise taxes, because 
it cannot be taken for granted that people will pay up... 


Italy: Clinton ‘Friend’ Named in ‘Phony Money’ 
Case 

BROGO6082196 Turin LA STAMPA in Italian 

3] May 9% p& 


[Report by Eanco Marunet: “Phony Money: Clinton's 
Mmend Wanted} 

[FBIS Translated Text] Aosta — The “Amencan™ in 
the “Lobbing™ [as published] inquiry — a political- 
cum-Masonic conspiracy within the context of the 
“Phony Moncy™ investigation into international fraud 
to the value of 20 willioa lire — risks imprisonment. 
Aosta Prosecuting Attorney David Monti has issued a 
provisional arrest warrant against the man concerned 
— Enzo De Chiara, a businessman who commutes 
hetween Rome and Washington, and a personal friend” 
of President Clinton — as an accessory after the fact 
and for having disclosed secret information. 


ht was apparently none other than the foreign affairs 
chief of the U.S. Republican Party that informed Gian- 
mario Ferramenti, the key man in the affair, the man 
with imoumerable contacts, thanks to De Chiara but 
thanks also to his membership of the Northern League. 


This was De Chiata’s reply to the attorney, from 
Washington: “If my safety in Maly is guaranteed, | will 
leave tomorrow, bul nothing is guaranteed in Italy. If 
they want to, let them come here to interview me. | 
will answer their questions. In any case, | am totally 
imnacent.” 

ht all centers on a dinner in Rome in May 1994. Umberto 
Bossi, police chief Vincenzo Parisi, Ferramonu., and De 
Chiara all sat at the same table. It was a month after the 


elections, and goverament appointments had still to he 
decoded on 





and | gave Maroni a book, which also symbolized a 
good wish: “The Vimunale Palace’” [seat of the Intenor 


Ministry]. 


Was that dinner, which was organized by the Amen⸗ 
can,” one of the mectings at which the identity of the 
interior minister was decided” 


“Yes,” according to Ferramonti. His remarks have been 
recorded as evidence, and indeed Attorney Monti wants 
to compare the evidence given by Ferramont, Maroni. 
and Bossi. Both League officials have refused, “because 


of parliamentary commitments.” 


Maron: went still further and said that his “no” is an 
instance of “civil disobedience,” in other words, that he 
18 protesting against the magistrate for implying that it 1s 
truc thal secret negotiations were conducted to choose 
the interior minister: | am not that minister, and the 
prosecuting attorney knows it. So let him say so. 


Frendship with De Chiara also earned General Michele 
Mola, the customs and cacise service's second-in- 
command, an investigation notice (on charges of false 
statements to the prosecuting attorney and as an acces- 
sory after the fact), though the general has rejected the 
charges 


it 1s a complex affair. Indeed, there are more than onc 
There is the financial business (the “Phony Moncy 
case) and the business involving a subversive-ype 
secret society, another P-2 — that is, the “Lobbing 
case. 


As of yesterday the financial fraud case has become 
even more complicated. Prosecuting Attorncy Mont: 
spent two and a half hours interviewing the brains of 
the organization, Girolamo Scalesse, from Rome, who 
is still under arrest. 


The conspiracy disappeared to reveal an operation to 
reduce the public deh. 


Mont: merely said: “Scalesse provided me with some 
very interesting information. lt concerns the business 
of the gold bonds, the Weimar Republic and Peruvian 
government stock apparently used to cover Russia's and 
the South American and African countries’ des to 
Germany. Via whom” Gianmariwo Ferramonti, of course 
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Spain: Madrid Considers ‘Reprisals’ Against 
BROG606 140996 Madrid EL MUNDO in Spanish 

6 Jun p 6 

[Unattributed report: “Spain Will Impose Sanctions on 
United States If Heims-Burton Law Comes Into Force”) 
[FBIS Translated Text] Madrid — The government 
is prepared ic act “firmly” vis-a-vis the United States 
if Washington finally implements sancuons on foreign 
a gadis fond nly aos 
Cuban territory and occupying 
property. 


former 
According to high diplomatic sources, the government 


U.S. interests if the Clinton administration implements 
the controversial Helms- Burton Law through which it 
is atlermpting to force countries trading with Cuba — or 
which have: business on! island — to back its policy 
aimed at pressuring Fidel Castro. 


Madrid's #t\rade, contrary to the impression given by 
| ) G 


the WTO on the grounds that the United States is 


Se bin’ canta as Siok Gnd te ts 
mediate response from the EU “en bloc.” 


According to Foreign Ministry sources, the government 
will not hesitate to support the European response by 
hacking any reprisal measures decided by Brussels, and 
also adding other measures. of a bilateral kind, to protect 
Spanish companies operating in Cuba. 


In coplomatic circles, attempts are being made to justify 
the image of subservience to U.S. policy conveyed by 
Aznar during Al Gore's visit, by arguing that “the prime 
minister's courtesy to his guest gave rise to mistaken 


SPAIN 1s 


As a result of the controversy caused by Aznat’s 
been trying on different 


Matutes, who is today meeting his British counterpart 
Michael Rifkind, will analyze the measures London has 
been preparing over the past few days to counter US 
intenuions. 


{Report by P. Garcia: “United Left Announces Ant- 
NATO Mobilizations”] 


{[FBIS Translated Text) Madnd — Willy Meyer, United 


lantic alliance’s military structure without a prior ret. 
crendum as “unacceptabic” from the democratic view- 


In the opinion of the United Left deputy for Cadiz. 
NATO is an “old relic” which has lost its whole purpose 
since the Warsaw Paci disappeared in 199! 


Willy Meyer believes that what Europe has at issuc night 


because, in ‘his opimon, everything indi ates 
that the People’s Party and other political forces are 

to “place the country” into NATO's military 

society,” 


he emphasized “should react and 
to this zaub aod this flouting which 


1986 referendum 


75: 




















Spain's full integration into NATO of being “reactionar- 


Elorriaga stated that “we are dealing with the NATO 
of the 21st century, and not that reactionary view of 
those who still have the prejudices of the Cold War 
and are striving to raise the specter of a referendum 
which occurred under different conditions from those 


“deceptively” in that referendum, “as if that represented 
a nonmilitarization of our commitments .~ 


The People’s Party senator ended by asserting that the 
current relationship with NATO “has represented no 
more than an obstacle to Spanish cituzens holding senor 
posts in the organization 


Spain: Political Leaders Discuss NATO 


BROG06122796 Madnd EL MUNDO in Spanish 
S Jun % pid 


(Unattributed report: “PSOE, CiU, and PNV Do Not 
Deem Referendum on New NATO Necessary Either”) 


(FBIS Translated Text) Madrid — PSOE [Spanish 
Socialist Workers Party) and PNV [Basque Nationalist 
Party) leaders yesterday agreed with the government 
that t would not be necessary to call a referendum 
to decide whether Spain should become integrated into 
NATO's new structure. 


However, the Socialist leaders who commented on this 
matter yesterday did not rule out this possibility. Pedro 
Moya, PSOE defense spokesman in the Congress, told 
Buropa Press — referring to the announcement made by 
Spanish Foreign Minister Ae! Matutes that Spain's full 
imtegration into NATO will be decided in parliament and 
not by referendum — thal it is premature to state now 
what will he the way to determine Spanish parucipation 
in the new NATO. 
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Moya believes that Spain should support thal organi. 
zalion’s few situation and become fully integrated into 
it, once, he specified, has ensured the defense of its 
interests as 4 Country. 


The Socialist defense spokesman emphasized thal the 
Berlin agreements at the Atlantic Counc! mecting give 
rise to a “radically different’ NATO 

In Moya’s opinion, all these changes in NATO). which 
he described as “positive. were promoted by the 
Socialist government, and so “the logical thing. be 
said, “is for Spain to play a prominent role i the new 
alliance.” 

For his part, Jose Antonio Grinan, former Labor minister 
and Socialist spokesman on the Congress Sacul Policy 
Committee, stated yesterday that calling a referendum 
on Spain's integration into NATO's new structure 
should enjoy a broad consensus among the political 
forces as a whole. 


Grinan recalled that when the Socialists proposed (> Ux 
Spanish people a referendum on jouning the Atlonta 
alliance, the circumstances were very different from 
those now existing. 


Also yesterday, Josep Lopez de Lerma (Ci) [(Conver- 
gence and Union) made it clear in the Course of 4 press 
conference that the political grouping bed Py Jord: Puyo! 
firmly supports Spain's staying in NATO) end shoulder. 
ing “for all purposes” the responsibilities inherent rn that 
presence in the Atlantic alliance 


The CiU leader acknowledged that a referendum would 


perhaps be necessary to change Spain's stance with 
respect to a structure on which the people jad down 
their stance by a referendum in 1986, but. in hes opinion 
this situation is not the one existing might now 


In his opinion, if the government enjoys the house's 
support for integration into NATO's new structure, thy 
should come about. 

Last, Inaki Anasagasti, PNV Parhamentary Group 


spokesman, yesterday criticized relermiug 
Matutes’ statements on Spain's relationship with 
NATO — the government's “making these moves 


Anasagasti pointed out that the PNV once supported 
joining NATO and that it is not in favor, in principle 
of holding a referendum now 


Spain: Matutes, UK's Rifkind Discus (ibraltar 


LDO706115996 Madnd RNE-1 Radw Neteor 
in Spanish 0600 GMT 7 Jun % 


{FBIS Translated Text} The Spanish and UK Govern. 
ments have now had a first mecting on the Gibraltar dis 
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agreement, although there is a commutment on the part 
of the two ministers to devote a specific meeting to 
the dispute soon within the framework of the so-called 
Brussels process, at which a representative of the Rock 
will be part of the British delegation. No date has been 
set for this meeting but positions were clearly put on the 
table at this meeting in Madrid. In the case of Spain, 


trols at the fence provided that there is progress on the 
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illegal wafficking. According to the foreign secretray 
Makcolm 





date not given: “Prance Would Not Tolerate Islamic 
Terroricts Using Spain as ETA Uses Prench Soil”) 


and stueld bearers Will you be Aznar 's stueld and shield 
hearer’ 


[Alvarez-Cascos} They did not assign themselves that 
role. rather. Gonzalez assigned it to them when it suited 
hem ft ts a consequence of his style 


SPAIN 17 


[Thancz] Does it worry you that your two predecessor 
left the government, forced to tender ther resignation 


[Alvarez-Cascos] No. I do not believe that it 1s a corm 
of the post. 


[Thanez] Perhaps it is connected not with the pow hur 
with the accumulation of power and information 


[Alvarez-Cascos] The reasons which led cach of then 
to leave the government were very different. and he! 
noting to do with the concentration of political power 
but with mistakes which they made, even im matic 
which were not speci‘ically their responsibility 


[Thanez} Some of which you will also handle, such as the 
oversight over the CESID [Higher Defense Intetligen « 
Center] and the other intelligence services. 


[Alvarcz-Cascos} The Defense Ministry is drawing up » 
law on the CESID, and | am preparing the coordinaty 
of all (ae intelligence services; something that Serra di! 
not do, cither at the Defense Ministry of as deputy prime 
munister. 


[Thanez) Will you personally undertake that coordins 
tion? 


[Alvarez-Cascos} My task now is to dengn the mode! 
of coordination aad of parliamentary overmght of th) 
coordination; a task which I am performing im conjur 
tion with the interior and defense ministers. The hw) 
coordinating the services will not he of a 
operational nature; it will be used to exchange and ans 
lyze intelligence, io use better all the information dectc’ 
mine cach service's aims, and assign them tasks with ow 
giving scope for the artitrariness of those heading ther 


[Ihanez}] Do you now have the legal reports to & 
cide whether or not you will declassify as score! ty 
CESID documents on the GAL [Antiterrorist Liter) 
tion Groups} demanded by Madnd and San Schastw 
judges’ 

[Alvarez-Cascos} That task. which is herng performed « 
the Defense Ministry, is not complete, and haste show | 
not be a condition. i must not he forgotien that (hy 
decision will be the first precedent in that matter 


[fhanez} Do you deem wise the attorncy genera! + 
proposal of combining the preliminary proceeding: 
concerning the GAL and placing al! the proceedings 
the Supreme Court's hands’ 


|Alvarez-Cascos} The country should not he given (hy 
impression that the applicants are adopting « corte 
strategy or that the judicial response is affected hy cre 
na of opportuneness. The law specifies in which cern 
stances preliminary proceedings showld he Comtinc. 





———— 
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[Alvarez-Cascos} We have proposed nothing of encour- 


aged the attorney general's zeal in that maticr, nor will 
we do so. It is a different matter that, because this is a 


[Whanez] Does i worry you that the defense strategies 
of Mario Conde, Perote. and Roldan should be carned 
forward’ 


[Alvarez-Cascos] This government is safe from winds 
whipped up to sust the purposes of somebody who has 
a score to settle with pustce [passage omutted] 


[Mhancz} Mario Conde recently said. in a warning 
which could be interpreted as a threat, that “nobody is 
shielded” in the areca of intelligence. 


[Alvarez-Cascos} This government feels at case from 
the viewpoint of responsibility, and indifferent to the 
prominence of the matters investigated vy the courts. 
[passage omitted) 


(Mhanez} Coula ETA [Basque Fatherland and Liberty] 
prisoners be brought closer to the Basque Country as a 
result of appraising them on a case-by-case basis’ 


thal prison privilege in the name of rehabilitation. 


[Thanez] Will Aznar’s visit to Chirac yesterday serve to 
make France a more unsafe country for ETA’ 


[Alvarez-Cascos}] It is unjustifiable that French sol 
should be safer for ETA than Spanish soil. Since the 
Freach police are no less effective than the Spanish 
police, | hope that Aznar’s meeting with Chirac will 
serve to finally motulize France's politcal will, which is 
needed to end this situation. France would never accept 
Spain's soil being used for Islamic terrorism as French 
soul has been and is used for ETA’s terrorism. [passage 
omutted] 


[Thanez} Governing must not be confused with explain- 
ing the task of government, as somebody wrote. 


[Alvarez-Cascos} When you have been governing for 


balance 1s not correct. The [Social Security] Ministry's 
departments themselves pul the gap between revenue 
and expenditure at 80 billion pesetas. In the case of 
the Spanish Radio and Television Company, the State 
Audi Office has enormous difficulties finding out the 
economic and financial situation. A year's budget was 


spent 15 days before the new leadership team arrived 
for the renovation of the television studios. 


[Alvarez-Cascos} Criminal, no, but I have evidence 
that things were done to leave the People’s Party 


government's hands tied [passage omitted) 
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8RO606 140196 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET 
in Swedish S Jun pli 


[Report by Mikael Holmstrom: “Persson’s Statement 
Caused Confusion] 
‘BIS Translated Text) Berlin — Confusion broke out 
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(8 eet apelin p< ptr petite 
NATO's cooperation council, she wanted to strengthen 
Partnerstup for Peace (PFP). Swoden offered to wrange 
mine Clearing exercises in the Baltx Sea 


The strong emphasis on a constructive and dynam. PFP 

remforces the impression that the government prefers 

oy Aah artuaaasts cama 
Sea region 

Without directly mentioning the Balt by fame te 

munister said thal in Connection with NATI) 

amt to take into Consider ation 

“the security needs of those Ccountnes which for the ime 


mm Gus content.” 


Moderate Coalition Party leader Car! Bild alu 
in bas Capacity as peace 


—* 


With the ‘new NATO” that is developing now with 
values that ae shared by al! of Burope. what reasom 
are there for Sweden to stay outside’ 


“Traditionally we have been able to live im peace for 
sO Many years and in this our ponaligament has heen 


“lt ts Doth for our own sake and for the statelity in north 
ern Europe that we must conunue our nonaligamen' 









“We must have an ongoing ducumion — m hoth 
Finland and Sweden — shout how we should adyuw 
ow polkcies to a Burope that is undergoung change 
Cari Bildt sand. 


— 
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Cypres: Mikheiidh on EL Membership, Turkey 
BROSO6140096 Paris LE MONDE im French 
S Jun % pd 


[Report by Septue Gherardi: ‘Diplomatic Activity In- 
tenwfics To End Deadlock on Status of Cyprus”) 


(PBIS Transiated Excerpt] In the buffer zone separaung 
the Grock and Turkish sectonms of Nicoma, a 19-yea- 


with representatives from both the Greek and Turkish 
commentes. For the fire time, there is pressure on 
Turkey. hut positive pressure: lt will gain nothing if u 
does nottvag hut will Nenefit if ot seeks a solution” Mr. 
Mikhaldites heheves that France is our most 

dualogue partner witten the EL) and it is ready to play 
an ative role mm secking ascluton President Kimndhus 
rs to wieet Washengton on 18 June, and Mr. Mikhailidhis 
hopes (hat a political message. coming from the Unned 


the United States and Cyprus, and is also a chance for a 
dralogue with a wider scope The Whae House said thus 
‘8 af amhoumement on the commng meeting between the 


CYPRUS 2 


mo to which 1 attributes special importance. 
The fact that the White House gives special umportance 
to the Clinton-Kinidiu:e mecung and dexrites U S.- 
Cyprus relations a “cxcelient gives Cyprus a lot of 
sausfacvor Presdent Kinndhes will go to Washington 
fully prepared for a thorough discussion on the Cyprus 
issue with the US. President. whose cssecntia! help for a 
Cyprus solution he will seek. Our hope and expectation 
§ that Presidem Clinton will respond powtvely io 
and not just use this 


a fact that Nicosia also attributes huge importance to 


condition that the two sides have equal status 


[Begin Denktas recording} We told the UN secretary 
general that we we af the negotiating tadic, that we 
agreed to discuss the ideas placed on the negoteating 
table as a framework, that was the Greek Cypriots 
who quit the tabic, and that the reason was that they did 
oot want to establish a new parinerstup vate with ws 
We asked him to ask Kirin, on our ehall, during 
his mocting xheduled for 1! June. whether of not he 
acoepts the set of ideas, We asked fem to ask Kier 
to come to the negotiating taMc if be accepts the set of 
ndeas fend recording! 


Assessing the issue of the BL and Cyprus, Denktas sad 
that if the Greek Cypriet sector is admitted to the EU as 
the only legitimate government. thi will hing paruton 
along with t. He added that such « decmon will divide 
the island in two and decisively resolve the proMiem 
in that situation, he sad. the TRNC will go for full 
imegration with Turkey 
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2 GREECE 


Greece: Simitis Discusses Turkish ‘Plans,’ Balkans 
Role 


NC0606 182096 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1700 GMT 6 Jun 96 


[Begin Katsaris recording) In an arrival statement at 
Thessaloniki Airport a short time ago Prime Minister 
Konstandinos Simitis said there is no concern over 
national issues. The prime minister sent a Clear message 
to Ankara, saying that Greece is united and can deal with 
any danger or provocation. Simitis stressed: Yilmaz and 
anyone cise who has plans against Greek territory is 
planning in vain. With his stance, Yilmaz is rejecting 
international law, international treaties, and all the 
rules and practices that built peace and Europe after 
WWIL. Simitis said: It is time Turkish prime ministers 
learned that the basic axis of their action should not be 
internal political confrontation and plans of their [word 
indistinct}. 


Referring to the goal of his visit, Simitis stressed that 
northern Greece is especially important in formulating 


Simitis added: As the epicenter 
Thessaloniki is called upon to play a leading role. The 
presence of the government delegation in Thessaloniki 
aims to safeguard this leading role through specific 
action and a credible action plan. It also aims to create 
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region. He is also expected to refer to measures that 
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Greece: Official Meets With EU's Di Roberto on 
Cyprus issue 

NC0606184296 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1700 GMT 6 Jun 96 


(FBIS Translated Text! Alternate Foreign Minister Yeo- 
ryios Romaios today met EU Coordinator for Cyprus 
Federico Di Roberto in Athens and discussed the Cyprus 
issue. Correspondent Nina Asimakopoulou reports: 


[Begin Asimakopoulou recording) Romaios and Di 
Roberto discussed the EU mediation effort and the 
prospects for a Cyprus solution in light of an expected 
U.S. initiative. The alternate foreign minister stressed 
to Di Roberto that two substantive prerequisites must 
be met to resume the intercommunal talks: First, the 
issues that will be discussed must be clear, that is, an 
agenda must be submitted; second, the Turkish Cypriot 


has happened in the past. Romaios added: The EU must 
maintain dynamic interest, since Cyprus is an associated 
EU member. Therefore the EU must participate in the 
solution process. He added: But to [word indistinct} such 
an effort, the EU must legislate its presence to make 
that mediation continues and the EU has a more 
active role. Romaios concluded that the efforts of the 


NCOS06205996 Athens ATHENS NEWS in English 
6 Jun 96 p3 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} GREECE yesterday said 
NATO had rejected out of hand an outrageous demand 
Turkey to leave Gavdhos out of upcoming military 
maneuvers because its sovercignty was it question 
—forcing Ankara to water down its claim. 


Foreign Minister Theodhoros Pangalos told reporters in 
Athens that top NATO officials “could not believe it” 
when told of the Turkish request to leave oui the smal! 
island just south of Crete. “We had to show them the 
documents and a map for them to understand what we 
were talking about. if | had been in their position | 
would have had difficulty understanding it myself. 


2 


Greece, blocking EU aid to Turkey since the Imia 
islet crisis, lodged a complaint with NATO Secretary- 
avier Solana on Tuesday [4 Junc] after a 
Official made the request at NATO's regional 


headquarters in Naples. Pangalos yesterday met with 
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Cyprus Foreign Minister Alekos Mikhailidhis in Athens 
and told reporters that NATO would include Gavdhos 
im sts upcoming “Dynamic Mist” maneuvers. 

ing in the evening at a PASOK [Panhellenic 
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who the islands of the Aegean belong tw. 
New Democracy leader Miltiadhis Evert met with diplo- 


attacked the government for responding ‘00 slowly to 
the Turkish demands on Gavdhos. But asked about his 


party's criticism of the government, Evert said yester- 


are advocating the view that the status of some islands 


GREECE 23 


is not clear and this should be acgotiaied. [quotation 
marks as published] 


“The majority of member nations — maybe 14 — are 
aware of the disadvantages of this for European unity 
and they are determined to overcome this obstacle.” 


“ht may help the EU to change its working position 
— namely to go from consensus to majority, Yilmaz 
said, adding he was looking to the Intergovernmenta! 
Conference to signal this. “We have to separate our 

ions with the EU from our bilateral problems with 
Greece.” 


Europe's reaction to the latest crisis was cautious 
European Commission President Jacques Santer, after 
mecting Yilmaz on Twesday, insisted that Greece's 
borders were fixed and that they were the cxicrna! 
borders of the European Union. 
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Turkey: Erbakaa Discusses Forming New 
Covernmeat 


TA0706063496 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 6 Jun 96 
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relinquishing the task to the president, True 
[DYP! leader Ciller went to the president to be 
the task. 


[Begin Erbakan recording) Half an hour after we 
relinquished the task, Mrs. Ciller was given the task. 
This was in line with democratic principles. Why am | 


saying this? Half an hour after Mr. Yilmaz 
the task, it must be given to the RP. That is a requisite 
of democracy. fend recording} 


Erbakan brushed aside the allegations that the 45-day 
period in which a new government must be formed 
is long past, allegations based on the argumeni that 


Asked which parties are the RP’s possible coalition part- 
ners, Erbakan said that their door is open to everyone. 


Om the issue of a rotational premiership, the RP leader 
pointed out that the country has seen over the past six 
months that this system ts useless. 
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Turkey: Yilmaz Meets Baykal, Ecevit on Political 
Situation 


TA0606185596 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 6 Jun 96 


that can implement serious solutions. We should give it 
a chance. [end recording) 




















carly elections emerges then one can also talk about an 
election government. It might be ear to form an elec- 
tion government. We held a preliminary talk on these 
possibilities. There is a very tight timetable. At the cur- 
cannot tolerate a long- lasting gov- 


4 
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In reply to 2 uestion on the possibility of establishing 
an election government, Ecevit said: We might find out 
that it works, then it may continue to function. 


Turkey: TGNA Condemns U.S. for Conditional Aid 


TA0706080.45 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 6 Jun 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) The Turkish Grand National 
Assembly [1GNA] has issued a statement condemning 
the U.S. Congress move to link aid to Turkey to certain 


i the parties 
represented in parliament. 
[Begin Genc recording) We deeply regret the debates 
held in the U.S. House of Representatives in connec- 
tion with foreign aid, the heavy accusations and sian- 
ders leveled against our country, and the unjust and 
humiliating conditions posited for the aid. We utterly 
deny the allegations and « =. emn the U.S. Congress. 
This anti-Turkish move is utterly incompatible with the 
spirit of alliance and friendship. It is inconceivable that 
we the hostile attitude and resoluuons adopted by 
the U.S. House of Representatives, given the big sacri 
fices made by our country for joint defense during the 
cold war, the close cooperation we have been conduct- 
ing with the United States, and the fact that there are 


TURKEY 25 
U.S. forces in our land even today. A great blow has 


and hostility do not go together. By compromising to 
Armenian and Greek minorities at Turkey's expense, 
the U.S. is betraying [?seriousness]. We appreciate the 
fact thal our government rejected the aid linked to these 
ugly conditions. [end recording} 

In an off-agenda speech, Kamran Inan, Motherland 
Party deputy from Bitlis, said that the conditions for 
the aid call for the opening of a land corridor for hu- 


Turkey: Foreign Ministry ‘To Assess’ Relations 
With U.S. 

TA0606191896 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 6 Jun 96 


FBIS Translated Text} The Foreign Ministry has issued 
a Statement saying that the U.S. House of Representa- 
lives decided to release the $3 million section of the 
economic aid to be extended to Turkey on the condition 
that Turkey acknowledges the so-called Armenian geno- 
cide. The statement further notes that the decision also 
lifts the U.S. president's power to prevent the suspen- 
sion of the aid to countries that bar the transit through 
their territories of the aid being extended to Armenia. 


The Foreign Ministry statemen: notes that letters were 
sem to U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher 
and to the speaker of the House of Representatives, 
informing them of Turkey's rejection of the $25 million 
in economic aid. The statement adds: We want to 
believe that the necessary foresight that wil! prevent 
the further mingling of the dynamics of domestic and 
foreign politics will be shown. The statement continues: 
It is sad to see to what extent certain members of the 
House of Representatives, who no doubt have acted 
with a greed for more votes in this election year, can 
be blinded to U.S. interests and can act in such a 
regrettable manner. Turkey will make an assessment 
of these developments within the framework of the 
extensive dimensions of its relations with the United 
States. 


Turkey: Officials Discuss ‘Provide Comfort’ Plans 
NC0606164096 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS 

in English 5 Jun 96 

[Report by Kemal Balci -— received via Internet] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} ANKARA — An intense flurry 
of discreet diplomatic activity is taking place concern- 





report may contain copynghted maternal Copying and dissemination 
8 protibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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mecung 
William Perry at the NATO Defense Planning Commit- 
tee meeting scheduled to take place on June 13. 


Accompanied by two diplomats, one of them the em- 
bassy counsellor, Ambassador Grossman had a 75- 


minute meeting with Ecevit at the latter's office in 
Parliament at noon yesterday. Those present included 
Chairman of the DSP parliamentary group Mumtaz 
Soysal and DSP Izmir Deputy Sukru Gurel. 

Assessed at the meeting was the “regional security pian” 
recently proposed by the DSP. The U.S. ambassador 
referred to certain steps taken in the direction 
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The DSP delegation emerged from the mecting with 
positive impressions. Without taking a final party deci- 
sion on the issue, party officials will have another mect- 
ing with the reprusentatives of the Chief of Staff's office. 
That will be the second briefing the DSP delegation will 
receive from these officers. 


PAcanwhile, there are reports that at the forthcoming 
NATO Defense Planning Committee mecting Defense 
Minister Sungurlu will again explain to US. officials the 
difficulties the would face in Parliament to 
push through a renewal of the OPC mandaic. 


Also, the Turkish Foreign Ministry has sent two high- 
level diplomats to northern Iraq to get first-hand infor- 
mation about the situation there. The visit has been kept 
confidential. The ministry's aim is to determine to what 
extent Turkish worries about OPC activities in north- 
ern Iraq are justified. Ministry officials said that the two 
diplomats intended to discuss the issue with Iragi gov- 
ernment officials, and that there was the possibility of 
their proceeding to Baghdad for that purpose. 


When the Turkish Parliament extended the OPC man- 
date for three months ending on June 31, Prime Minister 
Mesut Yilmaz declared that the mandate would not be 
renewed again if the present conditions conunued. 


The Southeast 


Meanwhile, there are reports which claim that the 
government is preparing to take certain steps regarding 
another thorny issue: the future of emergency rule in the 
Southeast. The government is said to be planning a four- 
month extension of emergency rule when its mandate 
expires on July 19. 


For the time being, emergency rule is in force in 10 
provinces. Interior Minister Ulku Guney has announced 
that they are thinking of limiting emergency rule to only 
four of these . These will be the provinces 
situated on the border. To fill the vacuum to be 
created in the remaining six provinces the Provincial 
Administrations Law would be duly amended. 
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